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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

In response to the Request for Continued Examination filed 21 April 2009 wherein applicant 
amends claims 1,19, 33, 41 and claims 1-8, 11-13, 16, 18-25, 29 and 31-47 are pending in this 
application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, 11-13, 16, 18-25, 29 and 31-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Falciglia, SR (US Pub. No. 2003/0181234) in view of Thomas et al. (US Pub. No. 
2003/0073480) and Simunek (US 5,401,024). 

Regarding claims 1 and 19, Falciglia discloses a gaming device comprising: at least one input 
device (abstract); at least one display device (abstract); and at least one processor (within gaming 
device 100); and at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate with the at least 
one display device and the at least one input device (within gaming device 100), for a play of the 
game, to:(i) display a plurality of selections, each selection being associated with one of a plurality of 
symbols (figures la-lg and paragraphs ([0018-0022)], (ii) display a plurality of random symbol 
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generators, wherein each of the random symbol generators is associated with a different group of 
selections from the group-plurality of selections, each symbol generator and each group of selections 
being associated with a range of symbols, and wherein each of the random symbol generators each- 
is configured to randomly .generate generating one of the symbols of the associated range of 
symbols of the associated selection group upon activation (figures la-lg and paragraphs ([0018- 
0022)), (iii) enable a player to pick one of the plurality of selections, the picked selection picked by 
the player being associated with a first symbol from the range associated with the group of selections 
including the selection picked by the player (paragraph [0010]; wherein a player is capable of placing 
additional bets on specific row or even individual squares, which is understood that the player is 
capable of enabling a player to pick one of the plurality of selections being associated with a first 
symbol from the range associated with the group of selections); (iv) cause a number of generations 
by each of the random symbol generators, the number of generations being greater than one 
(paragraph [()()22|), (v) for each generation of each of the random symbol generators, determine 
whether reveal the first symbol, is generated (paragraph [0022]); (vi) cause a first award to be 
provided, the first award being based on the symbols associated with each of the plurality of 
selections and the first award also being based on the symbols generated for each generation of each 
of the plurality of by the associated random symbol generators (paragraph [0022] ; wherein the 
number of points is considered to be the first award). 

Regarding claims 2 and 20, Falciglia discloses wherein the first award is based on a quantity 
of the symbols associated with the plurality of selections which are generated by the random symbol 
generators for the play of the game (paragraphs [0008-0010]). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 21, Falciglia discloses wherein the first award is based on whether 
the symbol associated with each of the selections is generated for the play of the game (paragraphs 
[0008-0010]). 

Regarding claim 11, Falciglia discloses wherein the first award is based on each of the 
symbols associated with each of the selections of one of the groups of selections generated for the 
play of the game (figure la-lg and paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Regarding claim 12, Falciglia discloses wherein the plurality of selections is displayed as set 
of rows of masked selections and wherein each of die random symbol generators is displayed 
adjacent to a column of the selections, the columns of the selections representing the groups of the 
selections (figures la-lg). 

Regarding claim 13, Falciglia discloses wherein each of the random symbol generators is 
configured to generate and display one of the symbols from the associated range of symbols 
(paragraph [0019]). 

Regarding claims 16, 18 and 29-32, Falciglia discloses the symbols are numbers (figures la- 
lg) and display the symbols as initially masked (figures la-lg), additional generations available to be 
generated by the random symbol generators (figures la-lg and paragraph [0018]) and the symbols 
must occur in a row of symbols or a column of symbols (figures la-lg). 

Regarding claim 25, Falciglia discloses wherein the instruction cause the at least one 
processor display a plurality of groups of the selections, wherein each independent symbol generator 
is associated with one of the groups of the selections and wherein the first awards is based on a 
quantity of symbol in at least on of the groups which are revealed for play of the game (figures la-lg 
and paragraphs [0018-0022]). 
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Regarding claim 33, Falciglia discloses a gaming device having a game payable upon a wager, 
comprising: (a) generating a first set of symbols from a plurality of symbols (figures 1-3 and 
paragraphs [0018-0022]); (b) displaying a plurality of selections, wherein each symbol of the first set 
of symbols is associated with one of die plurality of selections (figures 1-3 and paragraphs [0018- 
0022]); (c) enabling a player to pick on of the selections, the selection picked by the player being 
associated with a first symbol from the first set of symbols (paragraph [0010]; wherein a player is 
capable of placing additional bets on specific row or even individual squares, which is understood 
that the player is capable of enabling a player to pick one of the plurality of selections being 
associated with a first symbol from the range associated with the group of selections); (d) randomly 
generating a second set of the symbols from the plurality of symbols (paragraphs [0018-0022]); (e) 
providing a first awards based on any symbols generated in both the first set of symbols and the 
second set of symbols (paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Regarding claim 34, 1 alaglia discloses wherein the first award is based on a quantity of 
symbols generated in both the first set of symbols and the second set of symbols (paragraphs [0018- 
0022]). 

Regarding claim 35, Falciglia discloses dividing the plurality of selections into a plurality of 
groups of selections and providing the first award if the symbol associated is generated in both the 
first set of symbols and the second set of symbols (paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Regarding claim 36, Falciglia discloses repeating (d) at least once prior to providing any 
award (paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Regarding claims 39-40 and 45-46, Falciglia discloses being operated through a data network 
and the data network includes an Internet (paragraph [0009]). 
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Regarding claim 41, Falciglia discloses a gaming device having a game operable upon a wager 
comprising: (a) enabling a play of matching game as a first bonus game of a base game (figures 1-3 
and paragraphs [0018-0022]); (b) for the play of the first bonus game enabling a player to pick on of 
a plurality of selectable regions, each of the selectable regions being associated with one of a plurality 
of items, each of the associated items being hidden prior to the player picking one of the selectable 
regions (paragraph [0010]; wherein a player is capable of placing additional bets on specific row or 
even individual squares, which is understood that the player is capable of enabling a player to pick 
one of the plurality of selections being associated with a first symbol from the range associated with 
the group of selections); (c) displaying a matching sequence of matching game, the matching 
sequence including a plurality of generations of one of the plurality of item and a comparison of 
each generated item to the item associated with each selectable region (figures 1-3 and paragraphs 
[0018-0022]); (d) enabling a play of a second bonus game if the item associated with the selectable 
regions picked by the player is generated in the matching sequence (figures 1-3 and paragraphs 
[0018-0022]); and (e) providing an award based on the outcomes of the first bonus games and based 
on the outcome of the second bonus game (figures 1-3 and paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Regarding claim 42, Falciglia discloses displaying the matching game on a plurality of reels, 
each reel displaying a group of the items (figures 1-3 and paragraphs [0018-0022]). 

Falciglia discloses the claimed invention as discussed above but is silent in regards to claims 
1, 19, 33 and 41, the first symbol being hidden prior to the player picking the picked selection; reveal 
the first symbol, if the picked selection is generated within the number of generations; if the first 
symbol is generated for any of the random symbol generators, reveal the first symbol; and a second 
award to the player based on how many of the symbols associated with selections picked are 
generated by the associated random symbol generators within the amount of generations; and the 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,060 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3714 

additional second award being determined based on an outcome of a bonus event, the outcome of 
the bonus event determined after a first generation by each of the random symbol generators, the 
first generation including a generation of the first symbol, and before a subsequent second 
generation by each of the random symbol generators; regarding claims 4, 22, 37 and 44, wherein 
the second award is a combination of values provided in connection with each of the symbols 
associated with selections picked by the player that are also generated by the device; regarding 
claims 5 and 23, wherein the second award includes an outcome from at least one bonus game 
played after one of the symbols associated with selections picked by the player is also generated by 
the device; regarding claims 6, 38 and 43, w herein the bonus game includes a mechanical device 
that generates the outcome; regarding claims 7 and 24, wherein the mechanical device is selected 
from the group consisting of: a spinning reel, a spinning wheel, a translating indicator, a rotating 
indicator and any combination thereof; regarding claim 8, wherein the second award is generated 
via a mechanical display device. 

Thomas teaches (claims 1, 4 and 22) a spin keno type amusement device wherein a player 
selects a number of spots to determine an outcome. Each of the spots selected by the user has a 
range of a plurality of symbols being hidden prior to the player picking selected spots on the display. 
If there are matches between the spots selected by the user and the generated spots by the 
amusement device an award is provided based on the number of spots matched (summary). By 
modifying Falciglia's plurality of random symbol generators, wherein each random symbol generator 
being associated with a range of a plurality of symbols, one of ordinary skill in the art would provide 
a user with predictable results by providing a player to obtain as many matches as possible to 
increase the size of a payout (paragraph [0012]). 
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Thomas teaches the bonus game includes a device that simulates a mechanical device that 
generates the outcome (paragraph [0005], [0046] and summary); wherein Thomas is capable of 
playing on a simulated mechanical machine or on a physical mechanical machine). At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been an obvious design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to provide different mechanical device from the group consisting of a spinning reel, a spinning 
wheel, a translating indicator, a rotating indicator and any combination and a mechanical display 
device because Applicant has not disclosed that different types of mechanical device used provides 
an advantage or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have 
expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with the simulated reels on a display device 
of Thomas because they provide the same functionality of randomly determining an outcome. 

Simunek teaches a keno type game having bonus wherein a player selects a predetermined 
number of spots. The player's selected spots are matched by one of the randomly generated spots. If 
a the players "super spot" is selected by one of the randomly generated spots than a bonus event 
occurs. A multiplier is randomly generated and is used to multiply the player's other matched spot 
winnings by the multiplier to determine a bonus pay off, which is considered to be the secondary 
award. By having a bonus event, one ordinary skill in the art would provide a user with an 
opportunity to increase the size of the payout outcome. Falciglia in view of Thomas and Simunek 
does not explicitly recite that the bonus event determined after a first generation by each of the 
random symbol generators, the first generation including a generation of the first symbol and before 
subsequent second generation by each of the random symbol generators. Falciglia in view of 
Thomas and Simunek disclose all of the claimed limitations except for the particulars regarding the 
bonus event being determined after the first generation and before the subsequent second 
generation. It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to in determining the 
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particulars of the bonus event determined after the first generation and before the subsequent 
second generation since the determination of the bonus event is not critical to the outcome of the 
game. One of ordinary skill in the art would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally 
well with the combination of Falciglia in view of Thomas and Simunek because they would provide 
the same outcome of providing a player to obtain as many matches as possible to includes the size 
of a payout outcome. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Falciglia to include an award provided to the player based on how 
many of the symbols associated with selections picked are generated by the associated random 
symbol generators within the amount of generations as taught by Thomas and Simunek by providing 
a player to obtain as many matches as possible to increase the size of a payout outcome. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 21 April 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant contends that the prior art of Falciglia, Thomas or Simunek disclose nor teach the 
outcome of the bonus event determined after a first generation by each of the random symbol 
generations, the first generation including a generation of the first symbol and before a second 
generation by each of the random symbol generators. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. As noted above, Falciglia in view of Thomas and 
Simunek does not explicitly recite that the bonus event determined after a first generation by each of 
the random symbol generators, the first generation including a generation of the first symbol and 
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before subsequent second generation by each of the random symbol generators. Falciglia in view of 
Thomas and Simunek disclose all of the claimed limitations except for the particulars regarding the 
bonus event being determined after the first generation and before the subsequent second 
generation. It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to in determining the 
particulars of the bonus event determined after the first generation and before the subsequent 
second generation since the determination of the bonus event is not critical to the outcome of the 
game. Simunek teaches a keno type game having bonus wherein a player selects a predetermined 
number of spots. The player's selected spots are matched by one of the randomly generated spots. If 
the players "super spot" is selected by one of the randomly generated spots than a bonus event 
occurs. A multiplier is randomly generated and is used to multiply the player's other matched spot 
winnings by the multiplier to determine a bonus pay off, which is considered to be the secondary 
award. The flow chart of figure 4, discloses at (1 1 6) if any of the masked symbol picked by the 
player generated by the device proceeds to (1 1 8) which operates a bonus event. Simunek teaches 
that bonus event of if the player's selected spots are matched and a multiplier is randomly generated 
and is used to multiply the player's other matched spot winnings by the multiplier to determine a 
bonus pay off, which is considered to be the secondary award. The outcome of the game regardless 
if the bonus event is determined after a first generation and before a subsequent generation is not 
critical and does not change the outcome or play of the game. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with the combination of Falciglia in 
view of Thomas and Simunek because they would provide the same outcome of providing a player 
to obtain as main matches as possible to includes the size of a payout outcome. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to ALEX P. RADA whose telephone number is (571)272-4452. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 09:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. P. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/Peter D. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



